
1

EIC 2022 
Programme
All information 
available

info@catalyze-group.com   |   +31 20 723 44 00   |   www.catalyze-group.com

Information on 
Pathfinder, 
Transition & 
Accelerator

Deadlines, budgets, 
consortia & more.



ABOUT THE EUROPEAN INNOVATION COUNCIL PROGRAMME

Introduction

The European Innovation Council (EIC) Programme consists of three main funding 

instruments: the EIC Pathfinder, the EIC Transition and the EIC Accelerator.

All EIC funding instruments include an Open Call, designed to support any technology or 

innovation that cuts across different technological and scientific fields. Also, the funding 

instruments have predefined Challenge Calls, which provide funding to address specific 

challenges, and technological and innovation breakthroughs. These Challenges focus on 

the EU’s priorities, including the Green Transition and a Digital and Healthy Society. 

DISCLAIMER. The information in this guide might change due to updates from the European 
Commission. For the most up-to-date guide check catalyze-group.com/funding-database

EIC Work programme

6. Alternative Quantum Information 

Processing, Communication & 
Sensing

3. RNA-based therapies & diagnostics

for complex or rare genetic diseases

EIC Pathfinder

Open Call Deadline: 3 May 2022

Challenge Deadline: 19 October 2022
Deadline: 4 May / 28 September 2022

Deadline: 23 March / 15 June / 5 October 

2022
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management and valorisation

2. Mid-long term, systems-

integrated energy storage

3. Cardiogenomics

4. Healthcare Continuum 

technologies

5. DNA-based digital data 

storage

1. Green digital devices for the 

future

2. Process and system integration 

of clean energy technologies

1. Technologies for Open 

Strategic Autonomy

2. Technologies for ‘Fit for 55’

EIC Transition EIC Accelerator

Open Call: €3M

Challenge Driven Call: €4M
Budget: €2.5M

Budget Grant: €2.5M

Investment: €0.5M-15M

Consortium of researchers and companies Single applicant or consortium Single SME

0. Open Topics

TRL 1-4 TRL 4-6 TRL 5-9

0. Open Topics 0. Open Topics



OPEN CALL

EIC Pathfinder

The EIC Pathfinder programme aims to 

support early-stage technologies and 

innovations (R&D stage, TRL levels 1-4) that 

have the potential to change the respective 

scientific disciplines and eventually be 

exploited to create new markets and address 

global changes. With a high-risk/high gain 

approach, an interdisciplinary consortium of 

minimum 3 partners from academia or 

industry can work together. 

The aim should be to realise proof of principle 

and validate the scientific basis of a science-

towards-technology breakthrough. The 

results obtained from the research should 

lead to top publication(s), and subsequently, 

to generating Intellectual Property and the 

further exploitation of the technology. 

FUNDING INFO

Deadline: 
3 May 2022 

Subsidy: 
Max. €3M (total budget €183M)

Who can apply?
A consortium of minimum 3 

partners from academia or 

industry (including SMEs) 

established in at least 3 

different EU Member State 

countries or Horizon Europe 

associated countries.

Application and Evaluation process

The EIC Pathfinder proposal consists of a maximum of 17 pages, and will be 

evaluated by remote reviewers on the criteria Excellence, Impact, and 

Quality and Efficiency of the Implementation. After 1.5-2.5 months you will 

be able to write a short rebuttal on reviewers comments and the final 

outcome of the evaluation will be provided within 5 months after the call 

deadline. The project starts project 8 months after the deadline.



1. Carbon dioxide & Nitrogen management and valorisation:

Developing novel processes and technologies to enable carbon dioxide (CO2) and nitrogen 

(N) management/valorisation. A proposal should focus on new biological, chemical or 

physical routes without the use of critical raw materials. 

CHALLENGES

EIC Pathfinder
Next to the EIC Pathfinder Open Call there are 6 EIC Pathfinder Challenges Calls in 2022 

with a total budget of €167M. The deadline for all Challenges Calls is 19 October 2022. In 

addition, the maximum subsidy for the Challenges Calls is €4M. The consortium must consist 

of a minimum 3 partners from academia or industry (including SMEs) established in at least 3 

different EU Member State countries. Additionally, single applicants and consortium of 2 

partners are eligible for Pathfinder Challenges 4 and 5.

2. Mid-long term, systems-integrated energy storage: 

Providing solutions that will optimise European energy storage. Proposals should develop 

mid/long term energy storage for power systems and mid/long term thermal energy storage 

at different temperature.

3. Cardiogenomics: 

Initiate novel therapies for major CVD conditions such as hemorrhagic and ischemic stroke, 

aneurysm, cardiomyopathy, certain types of arrhythmias and other conditions for which no 

effective treatments are currently available. 

4. Healthcare Continuum technologies: 

Develop systems and technologies for unobtrusive monitoring of human health. Proposals 

can aim at monitoring a family of conditions or a wider mix of health factors.

5. DNA-based digital data storage: 

Explore scalable and reliable high-throughput approaches for using DNA as a general data-

storage medium. Projects should focus on the read/write/edit operations of digital data in 

synthetic DNA.

6. Alternative Quantum Information Processing, Communication, and Sensing: 

Develop innovative approaches to encoding, manipulating, or storing information in 

quantum objects, or to exploiting quantum phenomena for information processing, 

communication, and sensing.



OPEN CALL

EIC Transition

If a project previously received an EIC 

Pathfinder, FET or ERC Proof of Concept, 

and the goal is to go beyond the proof 

principle, then the EIC Transition is the 

solution. The Transition programme aims at 

maturing both the technology and business 

idea to increase its technology (TRL 5-6) and 

market readiness, in order to prepare 

towards commercialization of the innovation. 

Example activities covered by the EIC 

Transition are (among others), prototyping, 

user testing, validation tests, formulation 

models, spin-off/ start-up incorporation, 

entrepreneur team development, market 

research, intellectual property protection. At 

the end of the EIC Transition, the project 

partners could decide to apply for an EIC 

Accelerator, look for investors or another 

source of the follow-up funding, or consider 

third party commercialisation agreements. 

FUNDING INFO

Deadlines: 
4 May and 28 September 2022.

After full proposal stage, interview 

rounds will be held. 

Subsidy: 
Max. €2.5M (total budget €70.9M)

Who can apply?
Single applicants (SMEs, spin-offs, 

universities) are eligible to apply 

alone or in a small consortium, 

including 2-5 partners from both 

academia and industry. 

Applications must build on the 

results (demonstrated PoC) of a 

previous FET, Pathfinder or ERC 

Proof of Concept Project. To apply, 

applicants must demonstrate that 

they are the Intellectual Property 

Rights (IPR) owner or holder, or 

have the rights to commercialize 

the IPR obtained from the previous 

project. 



Application and Evaluation process

It is expected that in 2022 the preparation and 

submission of EIC Transition proposals will be 

moved to the EIC artificial intelligence-based IT 

platform as for EIC Accelerator. Until then, 

proposals should still be submitted via the EU 

Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal.

The EIC Transition is a two-stage application 

process. A full proposal, consisting of a 

maximum of 20 pages must be submitted 

before the deadline. The EIC expert evaluators 

will evaluate the proposal based on the 

following criteria: Excellence, Impact, and 

Quality and Efficiency of the Implementation. 

Within 9 weeks after the deadline, the outcome 

of the evaluation will be provided. Successful 

proposals will be invited to a face-to-face 

interview 13 weeks after the call deadline. The 

interview jury will include a maximum of 6 

members with expertise in your research/ 

market area. Within 4 weeks the results of the 

interview will be provided. The project begins 

6 months after the deadline.

GET IN TOUCH

Do you have questions about applying to EIC?

Our experts have extensive experience in successfully applying to EIC programmes for 

projects across the fields of life sciences, health, and green & sustainable innovations. 

We are ready to help you out with every question. 

info@catalyze-group.com +31 20 723 44 00 catalyze-group.com



1. Green digital devices for the future: 

Digital devices and technologies are part of Europe’s industrial’s leadership. These 

technologies are reaching their limits in terms of performance, miniaturisation and the 

pressure on energy consumption is getting higher. A new class of green digital devices 

needs to emerge on the market which can address issues such as, energy efficiency, 

using non-critical, non-toxic raw materials, ensuring circular approaches and/or a high 

degree of recyclability. Projects should tackle as many as these issues, while 

maintaining or improving performance and miniaturisation.

CHALLENGES

EIC Transition
Next to the EIC Transition Open Call there are 3 EIC Transition Challenges Calls in 2022, 

with a total budget of €60.5M. For the Challenges calls, the project should also build further 

on the results generated by previous EIC Pathfinder (FET-OPEN) or ERC Proof of Concept 

Grants. In addition, the deadlines (4 May and 28 September 2022) and the maximum funding 

amount of €2.5M remain the same as the EIC Transition Open call.

2. Process and system integration of clean energy technologies: 

As part of the goals to reduce emissions by 2030 under ‘Fit for 55’, renewable fuels 

and clean energy technologies that can support with energy production, conversion 

and storage are integral parts of the efforts that need to be made. This Challenge aims 

at maturing the proposed energy technology through its integration in a fully 

functioning energy system and the emerging of the ecosystem actors and value chain 

needed for the market uptake of the technology.

3. RNA-based therapies and diagnostics for complex or rare genetic diseases: 

RNA-based therapeutics provide the technology to address unmet clinical needs. The 

aim of this Challenge is to advance the technology beyond the state-of-the-art and to 

mature and demonstrate a technology or protocol for complex or rare genetic diseases 

with unmet medical needs. Proposals should address one or more of the following 

objectives: advancing RNA delivery methods, developing novel RNA -based therapies for 

complex or rare genetic diseases, developing novel RNA-based diagnostics and 

predictive biomarkers.



OPEN CALL

EIC Accelerator

The EIC Accelerator supports SMEs to scale-up 

and develop high risk/high impact innovations 

('deep tech'- building on scientific discovery or 

technological breakthroughs) with the potential 

to create new markets or disrupt existing ones.

EIC Accelerator offers equity investment of up to 

€15M (or higher in exceptional cases of strategic 

technologies), eventually combined with a two-

year grant of up to €2.5M (blended finance). 

Grant only applications are possible in specific 

cases. Investment component is provided by the 

EIC Fund, the largest deep tech venture capital 

fund in the EU with a current portfolio of €3B. 

Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of 5/6 or 

above is envisaged as a starting point, and 

activities could, for example, include trials, 

validation, demonstration and testing in real-

world conditions, production scale-up. You can 

subcontract work essential for your innovation 

project. With an equity component, market 

access and market scale-up activities (>TRL9) 

can be supported. 

EIC Accelerator aims to support innovators to 

attract the full investment amounts needed for a 

scale up in a shorter timeframe. 

FUNDING INFO

Deadline: 
3 stage application process 

• Short proposal: apply 
anytime

• Full proposal: 23 March, 15 
June and 5 October 2022

• Interview rounds: 8-9 weeks 
after the cut-off dates

Subsidy: 

• Grant: max. €2.5M

• Equity: €0.5M  to €15M

Who can apply?
Single SMEs and start-ups 

(and individuals intending to 

establish a start-up/SME) 

established in EU Member 

State Countries.



Application and Evaluation 

process

The EIC Accelerator consists of a three-

step application. First, a short application 

must be submitted, which can be 

submitted anytime. The short application 

consists of a 5-page form, 10 slide pitch 

deck and a 3-minute video pitch. Within 

approximately 4 weeks the results of the 

short application will be provided. 

Successful short applications will be 

invited to prepare a full application, 

which can be submitted at any cut-off 

dates within the next 12 months (3 cut-

offs available in 2022). 

The full application consists of a full, 

detailed business plan and 

comprehensive information on your 

company’s finances and structure. You 

will also need to propose a set of 

milestones to be used as a basis for the 

EIC to manage the funding for your 

innovation. The full proposal will be 

evaluated by the EIC remote expert 

evaluators. Within 5-6 weeks the results 

will be provided. 

Successful full applications will be 

invited for a face-to-face interview with 

an EIC Jury organized 8-9 weeks after 

the cut-off date. The final decision will 

be provided within 2-3 weeks after the 

interview rounds. The grant project starts 

4-5 months after the full stage 

submission. 

Finally, there are limitations on the 

number of times you can submit an 

application, if a proposal is rejected for 

the second time, no new submission will 

be allowed for 12 months, at which point 

you may only submit a new or 

significantly improved proposal to the 

short or full application stage. 



CHALLENGES

EIC Accelerator
Next to the EIC Accelerator Open Call there are two EIC Accelerator Challenges Calls in 

2022. These Accelerator Challenge Calls also seek companies that are ready to scale-up 

their high impact innovations. For the Accelerator Challenge Calls the same rules and 

conditions apply regarding funding, application process and eligibility. 

1. Technologies for Open Strategic Autonomy: 

Maintaining autonomy at the European level is a priority, so there is a strong impulse 

to build and strengthen deep-tech solutions, while moving to a greener and digital 

economy. Start-ups and SMEs developing new technologies, pioneering solutions 

and breakthrough innovations can apply to this Challenge. Projects can support 

pharmaceutical industry, healthcare technology, or sustainability and circular 

approaches to critical raw material among others.

Subcategories:
• Components, technologies and systems for the pharmaceutical industry 
• Strategic healthcare technologies in cell and gene therapies
• Sustainable and innovative approaches, including circular approaches to critical raw 

materials (CRM) 

• Five additional subcategories (quantum, edge computing, space tech, security and 
financial payments)

2. Technologies for ‘Fit for 55’: 

With the ‘Fit for 55’ package adopted by the European Commission in 2021 to 

reduce net greenhouse gas emission by at least 55% by 2030, radical changes are 

needed to support the green transition and achieve climate neutral economy. The 

Challenge will support companies and their high potential technologies in the fields 

such as, energy conversion and use, energy efficiency and buildings, and 

decarbonisation.

Subcategories:
• Higher clean energy conversion and use 

• Decarbonisation of hard-to-abate industries 
• Energy efficiency and safety in the built environment
• Zero emission mobility solutions for all modes of transport 
• Climate neutrality in the land use 
• Water, gas and indoor air management/monitoring systems 
• Green digital technologies
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